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Superintendent's Message
Graduation season is the culmination of everyone’s 
collective support and work towards student success. 
Student achievement is ours to share. Together, we have 
given students the tools they need to be successful for life 
beyond high school. 

As parents, neighbors, and educators, I invite you to join 
with me in celebrating the efforts of this remarkable class. 
Their success is our success. 

In service and support, 

 

Dr. John Polm, Superintendent 

Welcome Back for Fall
Puyallup School District will offer full-time in-person instruction 
five days per week for all students in the fall. As we creatively find 
solutions to accommodate all students on campuses, health and 
safety measures like mask wearing and physical distancing will 
remain requirements to the greatest extent possible.  

There is no substitute for in-person learning, however we realize 
some families may want an alternative learning model for their 
child. Families with students seeking a distance learning option for 
fall can enroll in an Alternative Learning Experience (ALE) through 
Puyallup Digital Learning (PDL). This accredited online program 
offers four alternative learning options for grades K-5 and five 
alternative learning options for grades 6-12. Families can choose 
which option best suits their child’s needs, based on learning 
requirements and parent involvement. 
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Kathy Yang, President
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Maddie Names, WIAA Rep.

As we enter the final stretch of a particularly 
challenging school year, there is much to celebrate. 
Collectively, we’ve overcome challenges and have 
identified many opportunities for growth to support 
learning. Students have endured so much this past year. 
Their resiliency and the dedication of staff and families 
has been extraordinary. What could be perceived as 
learning loss this year, has been an incredible opportunity 
for renewal. There is so much to be thankful for and to 
celebrate. 

This time of year, but especially now, I am thankful for 
the resiliency and determination of our seniors. The Class 
of 2021 deserves a special spotlight for all they have 
endured. This year has been like no other, and their hard 
work towards earning a high school diploma has been 
exceptional. As we can all attest, school is not easy during 
a pandemic. Our staff have embraced creative teaching 
methods and students have adjusted all year long to new 
ways of learning. 

Connections 

Puyallup School District 3, P.O. Box 370, Puyallup, WA 98371

  

Last Day of School 

First Day of School: Grades 1-12

First Day of Kindergarten

Upcoming Dates

Puyallup School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, race, creed, religion, color, national 
origin, age, veteran or military status, sexual orientation, gender expression or identity, disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or 
service animal and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. The following employees have been 
designated to handle questions and complaints of alleged discrimination: Civil Rights Compliance Coordinator, 504/ADA Coordinator 
and Title IX Coordinator Students: Char Krause, krauseca@puyallup.k12.wa.us, (253) 435-6295; Title IX Coordinator Staff: Amie 
Brandmire, brandmah@puyallup.k12.wa.us, (253) 841-8666.

For more information: 
Puyallup School District Communications 
(253) 841-8703
communications@puyallup.k12.wa.us
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us  
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On the cover:  
Edgerton Elementary student was all 
smiles on the first day of in-person 
learning this year.
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A look ahead . . .  
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Leader in Reopening Efforts 

As we balance enrollment and capacity 
restrictions due to health and safety guidelines, 
Puyallup School District leads statewide efforts in 
returning students to in-person instruction. Staff 
started the school year working onsite with  
small groups of students attending shortly 
afterwards. Since the beginning of the school year, 
we’ve worked to incrementally return students in  
all grades. 

Grades K-1:  5 days per week
Grades 2-3:  4 days per week
Grades 4-12:  2 days per week

Our return of students is responsive to the ever-
changing guidance from the state and continually 
provides parents with options. We are planning 
to accommodate all students on campuses in 
the fall as there is no substitute for in-person 
learning. Realizing that some families may want an 
alternative learning model for their child however, 
families seeking a distance learning option can 
enroll in an Alternative Learning Experience (ALE) 
through Puyallup Digital Learning (PDL). 

Because of our continued efforts to mitigate 
transmission in schools through mask compliance, 
social distancing, and appropriate COVID response 
protocols, we demonstrate that in-person 
instruction can be delivered safely and effectively.  

From the left: Queen Katie Rose Abegglen, Princess 
Haley Isom, and Princess Hailee Englehart. 

Community Service Ambassadors
The Daffodil Festival, a regional celebration 
occurring annually, offers a leadership opportunity 
for students to serve as ambassadors of good will 
to children in all areas of Pierce County. Members 
of the Royal Court are selected by their schools and 
communities and participate in activities where they 
represent Pierce County.

Congratulations to Katie Rose Abegglen of Puyallup 
High School! She was chosen as this year’s Queen 
of the Daffodil Festival. She joins Daffodil Princess 
Hailee Englehart from Emerald Ridge and Princess 
Haley Isom from Rogers on the Royal Court. 

Connections 

Communications Survey
As a way to evaluate our communication efforts, we 
are inviting staff, families, and community members 
to complete a communications survey. This survey 
focuses on the communications climate that exists 
relative to three areas: school building to home, 
classroom to home, and school district to the 
community. Family/community partnerships are vital 
to the success of our District, and communications 
play an important role in that.  

Scan the QR code to the right to 
participate in this short survey. 

 

Link to this news and more 
by scanning the QR code to 
the left or visit us online at 
www.puyallup.k12.wa.us  

Discover More! 

Registration for New Students  
Registration is underway for all new students 
entering grades K-12 for the 2021-22 school 
year. Parents are encouraged to enroll their 
child online as soon as possible.

Capital Projects Planning
As good stewards of capital project funds, 
we routinely assess the condition of our 
buildings by conducting Study and Survey 
reviews. This information will be provided to 
OSPI to determine eligibility and timing for 
funding assistance in school construction and 
modernization projects.

Affordable Home Internet
Emergency Broadband Benefit (EBB) provides 
temporary discounted internet rates for 
families struggling to afford home internet 
service. This benefit connects eligible 
households with affordable internet service 
and provides discounts on electronic devices.

School Board Meetings Online
Don't miss the opportunity to attend a 
School Board meeting in-person or virtually! 
In addition to being live-streamed, regular 
Puyallup School District Board meetings 
are published the next business day on the 
District website. 

Congratulations to our nearly 1,800 seniors 
districtwide who make up the Class of 2021!

Did you know . . .
The COVID-19 vaccine is not required for fall:    
State laws dictate vaccination requirements. 
Currently the COVID-19 vaccine is not a requirement 
for school entry. For more information visit the 
Department of Health website.

Vaccinated? No need to quarantine! Fully vaccinated 
students and adults can refrain from COVID testing 
and needing to quarantine following a known 
exposure.

Face Masks Remain a Requirement for staff, 
students, and visitors on Puyallup School District 
property, regardless of having received a vaccine.  
On May 13, the Governor’s Office announced that 
CDC masking guidance does not apply to schools.    

Millie the District’s Career and Technical Education STEAM Mobile Innovation Lab provides hands-on 
experience for Edgemont Junior High Students.


